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  Memorandum of Understanding 

Glendale Teachers Association and Glendale Unified School District 
 

Extended Day Kindergarten 
 
The Glendale Teachers Association (“The Association”) and the Glendale Unified School 
District (“The District”) hereby enter this memorandum of understanding (“MOU”) regarding 
the impacts and effects of the potential District decision to extend daily instructional minutes at 
the Kindergarten level in accordance with California Ed Code, Section 8973, which currently 
states 
 

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the kindergarten schoolday in an early 
primary program conducted pursuant to Section 8972 may exceed four hours, exclusive 
of recesses, provided that both of the following conditions are met: 

(a) The governing board of a school district declares that the extended-day 
kindergarten program does not exceed the length of the primary school day. 

(b) The extended-day kindergarten program takes into account ample opportunity for 
both active and quiet activities within an integrated, experiential, and 
developmentally appropriate educational program. 

The Association and the District share an interest in providing high-quality instruction that 
meets the academic, social/emotional, and physical needs of all students. 

1. SECOND ADULT: Beginning no later than the first day of instruction, each Kindergarten 
classroom shall have at least one properly qualified additional District-employed adult for 
at least sixty (60) ninety (90) consecutive minutes (exclusive of recess and lunch)  of 
every instructional school day . This shall be in addition to any Special Education 
Assistants working with students in the class. The Principal will make all efforts to 
work with the Kindergarten team to place the second adult in the classroom during 
core academic instruction (e.g. math, English, targeted ELD instruction) and not 
during library, music, etc. These efforts will include at least one meeting during the 
contractual days before the instructional year begins where the Principal and 
Kindergarten teachers will review the schedule.   
 

2. COMBINATION CLASSES: Should the District roster Kindergarten students to a 
grade-level combination class, such as a K-1 Combo or TK-K Combo, that classroom 
shall be supported by an additional properly qualified adult employee for at least one 

https://1.next.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=L&originatingContext=document&transitionType=DocumentItem&pubNum=1000205&refType=LQ&originatingDoc=Ia58213906fc111edb8edf8d62cf9bf70&cite=CAEDS8972


GUSD to GTA 
April 16, 2025 

Page 2 of 5 
 
 

hundred twenty (120) one hundred eighty (180) one hundred fifty (150) minutes of 
every school day. 
 
SPECIAL EDUCATION:  When Special Education students are assigned to general 
education Kindergarten classrooms, the District shall ensure that these students are 
equitably distributed among the general education Kindergarten classrooms at the school 
site  
 

3. CLASSROOM MATERIALS: The District shall allocate adequate funds to provide each 
new Kindergarten classrooms with the materials outlined in Appendix A (at minimum) as 
requested by the Classroom teacher.  

 
4. PARENT CONFERENCES: Kindergarten teachers will make reasonable efforts to 

schedule parent conferences on the designated full (“report card”) day and minimum 
day set aside for parent conferences, and shall receive one (1) additional full day of 
release time for parent conferences per Article 7 Section 9.h.  In addition, each 
elementary school site shall schedule floating full day substitute(s) at a ratio of one 
full day substitute per three Kindergarten classrooms so that Kindergarten teachers 
may schedule overflow parent conferences.  The Principal and Kindergarten team 
shall collaborate on scheduling this full day substitute. Reasonable space shall be 
provided for parent conferences outside of the classroom when students are present. 
 
ESGI TESTING:  At any time during the 1st trimester, Kindergarten teachers shall 
receive two (2) full-day release days in the first trimester of the school year for the 
purpose of pulling out students on their roster and administering one-on-one 
assessments (ESGI). 
 
For release dates after the fifteenth (15th) day of the contractual year, release days 
shall be scheduled in advance via a sign-up form teachers will submit within the 
first fifteen (15) day of the contractual year. Any released time requested and 
granted may be scheduled by the District to meet school or program needs, 
including substitute availability concerns. District seniority shall be the tie breaking 
criteria if more teachers sign up than the intended substitute coverage for that day. 
 
PARENT CONFERENCES AND ESGI TESTING: Kindergarten teachers may take 
up to four (4) release days each school year for the purposes of either administering 
ESGI testing to students in a one-on-one manner and/or attending parent 
conferences that are scheduled outside of the designated full “report card” and 
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minimum days set aside for parent conferences. In addition, each elementary school 
site shall schedule floating full day substitute(s) at a ratio of one full day substitute per 
three Kindergarten classrooms so that Kindergarten teachers may schedule overflow 
parent conferences. During these days, reasonable space shall be provided outside of the 
classroom so the teacher may meet with parents or administer one-on-one testing. ESGI 
and Parent Conference Release days shall not be repurposed to meet any other 
District need.  
 

5. RECESS AND LUNCH:  Principals shall consult with the Kindergarten team in 
developing the grade-level rotations for recess and lunch. While their students are at 
recess and lunch, Kindergarten teachers shall receive their daily relief break per Article 7 
Section 7 and daily lunch break per Article 7 Section 2.a.(1).(a). 
 

6. ACCESS TO RESTROOMS: When assigning new classrooms, Kindergarten and 
Transitional Kindergarten classrooms shall be located within close proximity to restrooms 
whenever possible.  
 

7. STRUCTURED DISMISSAL: In order to ensure a structured and supportive dismissal 
process, the Kindergarten instructional day shall end at least twenty (20) minutes prior to 
the end of the instructional day for grades 1-3 and, during this time, Kindergarten 
teachers shall have duty-free preparation time.  
 

8. PROGRAM REVIEW:  On an annual basis during the first five (5) years (this is year two 
(2) 2024-2025 through 2029-2030 school year) of implementation, the District shall 
conduct a thorough evaluation of the lengthened school day to determine if students are 
benefitting in all domains (academic, social, emotional, and physical), as well as the 
impacts on families, employees, and the District budget. Among other things, this study 
shall include written reports from the Association and any other exclusive representative 
of District employees who choose to submit feedback. In order to allow time for the 
Association to negotiate the impacts of potential program changes that may result from 
this evaluation, this report shall be finalized and shared with the Association no later than 
four (4) calendar weeks after the end of the 2nd trimester, and presented to the Board of 
Education at the next scheduled regular meeting.  
 

This agreement will take effect on the first day of implementation with the opportunity to order 
classroom materials (#4) starting on the day of signing. The parties recognize that this program is 
new and this MOU might not address all issues that arise in advance of or during program 
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implementation. Therefore, either party may reopen this MOU in order to negotiate relevant 
impacts and effects. 

This agreement shall remain in full force and effect until June 30, 2026, and may be extended by 
mutual written agreement.  

 
 

_____________________________   ____________________________ 
  Sarah Morrison, GTA     Kyle Bruich, GUSD 
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Appendix A 
 

 


